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ABSTRACT

The emergence of postcolonialism traces its hisbagk to the time period of colonialism. Postcaoddisim is a
resultant concept of colonialism and other politarad social concepts. This research paper airstutty the emergence of
postcolonialism as a new avenue of literary cstiti The concept of colonialism is discussed inibé@tarelation to
imperialism, neocolonialism and eventually posto@tism. The importance of postcolonialism as al twoliterary

criticism is also focussed upon in this paper.
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The most common implication of the term ‘postcadinis to a time period after the end of colonialis
Postcolonial literature is usually referred to literature of nations like Canada Australia, NigetNew Zealand, Kenya,
India, Pakistan, Jamaica, Ireland etc. The postialditerature of all these countries is not samito each other. These
countries have their own disparities. And, also tdren postcolonialism cannot be understood withoahtioning other
critical approaches such as Post-StructuralismgiRanalysis, Marxism, Feminism, Linguistics etcstéolonialism is an
umbrella term which covers a variety of terms andoepts under it. It is very difficult to give opeecise definition of

postcolonialism. Postcolonialism can be undersinamnnection with capitalism and imperialism.

Colonialism has manifold implications. Colonialismgeneral witnesses violence. The violence of mialésm
may be cultural, political, and economic. Postc@bliterature basically addresses the ways in thie non-European
literature of the countries of Asian, African andugh American continents has been marginalized assalt of
colonization. And also this literature seeks toensthnd the possibility of retrieval and reverdaheir ‘'own' pre colonial
pasts. Postcolonial literature can be observed litgrature of anger, protest, resistance, and afsbhope. In order to

understand the themes of postcolonial literatueemwst first take up what colonialism meant andtvithechieved.

The Oxford English Dictionary states that the term ‘colony' is derived from finerteenth century Latin term
‘colonye’ which means 'colon-us', meaning cultikgtplanters, farmers or settlers in a new courryt. this fourteenth
century meaning of ‘colony' is very much differémm the later version of the term. In the fourtdeoentury this term
was used for the Roman settlers. At that time gidzdly referred to the 'farm' and 'landed estdtevas used for the
Roman citizens who used to live in a newly congdérestile country. These citizens retained theimBo citizenship and
only acted as a garrison. But the later versio®xjbrd English Dictionary described the term 'colonial’, as belonging to or
relating to a colony specifically the British colgror the thirteen British colonies which became thited States or to the
time while they were still colonies. Thus, initiahe colonies were not the agency of governanes the native races of
colonies but only meant new settlement by commesisieeking a better life. These settlements appaizly up to the
fifteenth century involved the mixing of the twoces i.e. the settler and the native race. In tintucies to come the

settlers retained their originality (European) eatthan assimilating into the native culture oretad@/hile living outside
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Europe, they considered England or Europe as tidir home and thus considering the native raceiffsreht from
themselves. In certain cases, the native race Isasdastroyed by the colonizers. At this point entle true impact and
image of colonialism i.e. violence. Violence, asaapect of colonialism gets attention from posto@bliterature and

theory also.

Colonialism is now defined by th@xford English Dictionary as 'an alleged policy of exploitation of backward o
weak people by a large power'. Thus, colonizatiothé twentieth century cannot be considered asratent 'settlement’
in a new place. It has acquired the status of &ertamode of exploitation of the native race anttura in terms of its
knowledge, political systems and technological adeaent. In short, the non-European cultures amdvledge were
destroyed, altered or ‘controlled’ by the Europealonial rulers. The conquest of the colonizersrdkie native countries
was not political, it was also a sabotage of tloeiture and epistemology. In order to control tlture and forms of
knowledge of the native race, the colonizers aeguthe knowledge of the native culture throughdiaions, academic
study and through commentaries. A good exampldefcultural dimension of colonialism is the ruletb& English in
India. The colonial administrators like T. B. Matay scholars like William Jones and James Milstfistudied the Indian
culture and languages like Sanskrit through trdimsia of Indian texts into English. They got to knabout Indian art,
religion and law system. Afterwards, they declatieat the Indian texts and culture were irrelevanimitive, immature
and completely pristine. They argued that with sogtdated culture India could never progress. Tthesquestion arose
that how could India progress? They answered toghestion by submitting the fact that the onlysoh to the problem
of progress of India was the substitution of Erlgbs the language of knowledge and instructiony fhiesented English
language and the European culture as the onlyasseiof liberty, development, equality and aboVvé&raldernization'. It
seemed only the English meant modern and the ngtidhras uncivilized. And hence, English as a lagguof education

was imposed on India by T. B. Macaulay.

The nineteenth century was the heyday of Europeapires. This was the time period when theories were
formulated in the disciplines of medicine, scienaethropology, and other disciplines. These theosiet parameters of
comparison between the European and non-Europeas.réhey formulated theories, set parametersaetiag as judges
themselves announced that the non-European racapied the lower end of the scale of human devetopnThe native
races were deemed to be irrational, irrelevant, atune, effeminate, primitive, criminal and unrel@bThe European
colonizers created such situations in which thestiffed their governance and presence in the calotdntinents by
stating that since the native people were not &bteke care of themselves so they must be takenatdy the European.
Thus, colonialism had some basic features of tba@mwic, political and military governance of thenrlBuropean lands by
the European rulers. The transformation of nativeieties happened in the field of religion, edumatand also in

bureaucracy.

Colonialism is often perceived as imperialism amgeérialism is used as synonym of colonialism. Ciallism
and imperialism are similar in a way as both ineolkie rule by a European nation over a non-EuropeanBut the line
of difference lies in the fact that colonialism aiwes the governance by setting into the non-Ewnpand whereas
imperialism is basically governance through ‘renzaetrol’, without actual settlement in the non-d&hean spaces. Before
the nineteenth century the term imperialism wagl dee political expansion of state power. In thi#édapart of nineteenth
century it meant a system of economic dominatioth @xpansion of the financial superiority. The pcéit and military

aspects were also included along with the econdewior. V. J. Lenin in his classic tebtperialism, the Highest Stage of
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Capitalism (1916) looks at colonial processes rooted in tlse of western capitalism. The key difference betwe
colonialism and imperialism can be stated as cal@m is the governance through random settlemdiievimperialism

is a deliberate ideology driven control.

Temporally, the term 'postcolonial’ is describedhestime period after the political independentthe colonies.
Through the process of 'decolonization’, the norsRean nations have made themselves postcolomal.i@portant fact
to be observed is that although the non-Europetinnsahave acquired political independence yetstiteeconomically
controlled by the European power. That is why weehtihe term 'postcolonial' and not 'post impertad'cause the once
colonized nations have become politically free fritna clutches of colonizers but economically andhtaity they are still
the slaves of the European power. This kind of mbni$ called as 'neocolonialism'. The term neogilism is generally
used in reference to Euro-American control overégbenomy of the world. Neocolonialism is the resiflnexus of the
Euro- American powers with the politicians, the geats, the CEOs, and the bankers. There is noaixiplvolvement of
military in neocolonialism but implicitly militarypower is used to threaten the Asian/African natiohkerefore,

neocolonialism is much more dangerous and insidiouthe Third World'.

By the mid twentieth century many of the Asian a&ifdcan nations had got independence. In tempaahs
they were 'postcolonial’ which means ‘after th@wall'. The 'postcolonial’ specifies 'a transforrhéstorical situation, and
the cultural formations that have arisen in respansthe changed political circumstances in thenéoarcolonial power'
(Barnes 10). The term 'postcolonial' meant frantiegy policies for the economic, political and sodal/elopment of the
nations. Newer cultures were developed and promot¢dhe impact and influence of the European dalgmower could
not be totally undermined. The Asian and Africarstpolonial states were received by the world inoatance with the
new economic policies for the 'Third World'. Theanlye in the visa rules for the 'Third World' peoateer 9/11 attacks,
can also be seen in the light of postcolonialiswst&lonialism is closely linked with decolonizatid?ost-colonialism
involves many strategies of negotiation, resistanod assertion of culture for countries like Indta, deal with
neocolonialism and the controlling of the 'Third kdo countries by the 'First World' nations. Theagtice of
postcolonialism includes the reconstruction ofriaéve cultures and folkloric forms, and rewritiofjhistories with newer
forms of narrative. Helen Gilbert defines 'postciéd as:

The term indicates a degree of agency, or at [@agframme of resistance, against cultural dominafio others,
it signals the existence of a particular historiegiacy and/or a chronological stage in a cultunessition into a modern
nation-state; in yet others, it is used more disayipgly to suggest a form of co-option into Weasteultural economies . .
. 'postcolonial' has become a convenient . . . termescribe any kind of resistance, particuladgiast class, race and

gender oppression. (Gilbert 1)

Thus, the contribution of postcolonialism in todajiterary scenario cannot be undermined. It hats amdy

emerged as a distinct literary field but also h#airsed a canonical status.
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